
 

 

Dear First UMC Family, 
 

It has been a blessing to worship with you this summer. Our “Postures of Praise” Worship 
Series was an exciting time exploring different (for us) styles of worship on a weekly basis. 
We worshipped outdoors while the grill was fired up for our Grill & Chill Sunday. We 
promoted the Christmas Pop-Up Shop at the North Andover National Night Out 
Celebration. And somehow, we did all of this with often-times “extreme” weather 
circumstances.  
 

It’s been a busy summer, and things are starting to shift back into their normal routine in our 
home lives, travel schedules, work lives, and our life together in church. Yet, rather than 
sitting back and “enjoying the programming,” this is a season of our church when you are 
invited to step up. Week after week, we’ve been talking about stepping more fully into our 
identity as disciples of Jesus Christ. Living a Christian life is about attending to the voice and 
stirrings of the Spirit, who pushes us (and sometimes prods us) to grow in faith, hope, and 
love. I love the words of the prophet Isaiah in chapter 40, verse 31, who says, “But they who 
wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they 
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” “Waiting” on the Lord doesn’t 
mean chilling out until you hear an audible voice of God speaking to you. The word “waiting” 
can also be translated as “attending to.” Those who attend to the Lord shall renew their 
strength, etc., etc. In what ways will we challenge ourselves to attend to the Lord this 
upcoming season? If we take that call seriously, how will that change the way we participate 
at First United Methodist Church? 
 

Sure - sermons, a trendy worship series, and discipleship groups are cool (NOTE: be here in 
October for our “Hymns that Make You Squirm” Worship series and discipleship groups), 
but let us not delude ourselves into thinking that these things constitute church. Yes, these 
are a great part of being in the church, but they only satisfy half of the equation. These 
internal things are important for gathering, but it’s how we scatter from the church to the 
world that really defines our faith. 
 

Coming up this Fall, we will be investing a lot of time, energy, and money into the Christmas 
Pop-Up Shop initiative (www.ChristmasPopUpShop.org) and we will need all hands on deck. 
Please block off December 7th and 8th in your calendars because this will be the 
weekend we actually host the Pop-Up Shop. In the meantime, if you’re shopping for your 
kids, grandkids, nieces or nephews and you buy them something (a toy, a game, etc.), 
purchase an extra and donate it to our Pop-Up Shop. Do you frequent a business in North 
Andover regularly? Ask them for a donation – we’ve got letters you can hand them (see Patti 
Coffill or Barb Weigel). There are a variety of ways to get involved leading up to the actual 
shopping event – more details to come. 
 

Lastly, please know that I’ve been praying for you and our church. Whether you’re here 
every week or haven’t been here in 10 years, please know that you are covered in prayer. 
Let us all attend to God in these coming weeks, that our strength may be renewed, that we 
may run and not grow weary, and that we may not grow faint in our day-to-day lives. 
 

See you in the gathering and the scattering, 
 

Pastor Nelson 
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National Night Out 

Was it Christmas in August?  No, it was First United Methodist Church letting the 
community know about our upcoming Christmas Pop-Up Shop! 

Pop-Up retail shops are popping up all 
over!  They are defined as “the temporary 
use of a physical space to create a long 
term, lasting impression with potential 
customers.”   
 

Our Christmas Pop-Up Shop is an 
initiative of the church to aid local families 
who need help affording gifts for their 
children at Christmas.  Our goal is the 
same…to create a long term and lasting 
impression within our community and to 
care for those families who visit the shop. 
 

At our shop, we will sell NEW items at a 
heavily subsidized rate to help parents 
provide gifts to their children without 
undue financial strain.   These new gifts 
come from your donations!  Please help 
us help them. Consider donating funds 
toward the purchase of gifts, buying a toy 
from our wish list on Amazon, or 
dropping off a new toy at one of our drop 
off sites in town. Don’t know what to get 
- how about a gift card? (please keep value 
below $50) 
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 Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their learning.  

 
Proverbs 9:9 

Our Christian Education classes for kids will begin on September 16th!    We are using the “Deep 

Blue Connects: At Home with God” curriculum which is designed to help families grow in faith together 

as the children are encouraged to take what they've learned in Sunday school and dive deeper into 

the stories at home with their families.  The kids will explore families in the Bible, learn how today's 

faith families care for children as they grow, build loving relationships, and find out what it means to 

be part of God's family!   

 

Christian Education classes for adults will start up on September 9th and 

we’ll be studying the book “An Altar in the World” written by Barbara 

Brown Taylor.  In the book, the author reveals meaningful ways to 

discover the sacred in the small things we do and see, from simple 

practices such as walking, working and prayer.  Something as ordinary as 

hanging clothes on a clothesline becomes an act of meditation if we pay 

attention to what we’re doing and take time to notice the sights, smells 

and sounds around us.  Making eye contact with the cashier at the 

grocery store becomes a moment of true connection.  Allowing 

ourselves to get lost leads to new discoveries.  As we incorporate these 

practices into our daily lives, we begin to discover altars everywhere we 

go, in nearly everything we do.  Through Taylors’s expert guidance and 

delicate, thought-provoking prose, we learn to live with purpose, pay 

attention, slow down and revere the world we live in. 

 

We thank the members of the church who serve as teachers and leaders  

helping our families grow deeper in their faith 



 

 

The collection for the Maine Economic 
Ministry was a smashing success thanks to all 
of our generous parishioners!  A special 
thanks to Paul Rabs from delivering the 
supplies!  Thank you to everyone for your 
continued generosity toward this wonderful 
yearly mission.  Here is a list of the items 
collected:  
 
26 back packs 
28 notebooks 
12 binders 
23 folders 
32 packages of lined note paper 
10 packs erasers(3 pack in each) 
12 pencil top erasers packages 
14 packages colored markers 
17 assorted size pencil cases 
26 packages of pens 
51 packages pencils 
32 glue sticks 
12 packages index cards 
12 packages high lighters 
5 boxes of crayons 
1 package of colored pencils 
1 box of tissues 
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PINE2POSH FUNDRAISER 

Pine2Posh is “America’s premier 
pallet painting party provider” 
for DYI (do-it-yourself) wood 

design and painting projects and 
they are coming to our church 
for a fundraiser!  This company 
provides over 150 designs to 
choose from…all you need to do 
is register on-line.  If you love 
crafting and socializing, please 
come and join us on Friday, 
September 28th for this fabulous 
fundraising event.  Once you 
arrive, you will be guided to your 
seat where all of your supplies 
will be waiting for you and full 
instruction will be available.  All 

you need to do is bring yourself 
and your can-do attitude.  The 
fee is $55 and a portion of the 
proceeds will be used to help 
fund our Christmas Pop-Up 
initiative.  To register visit 
https://www.pine2posh.com/, 
go the “gallery” area and 
choose your design then go to 
the “book a class” section and 
find our event under the 
calendar.    Spread the word! 
Invite your friends! 

School Supply Collection  
Maine Economic Ministry 

New October Worship Series &  
Discipleship Groups 

Last January, we explored "Scriptures that Make You 
Squirm" and all of the passages that make us a bit 
uncomfortable. This October, we are doing a sister 
worship series called "Hymns that Make You Squirm." 
Got a hymn that makes you uncomfortable (broadly 
defined)? Send it to Pastor Nelson at 
PastorNCowan@gmail.com. Each week, we'll sing and 
learn about that particular hymn in church. Our 
discipleship groups will discuss the same hymn that the 
sermon talks about. You will learn how to analyze a 
hymn poetically, as well as theologically (plus, you'll have 
a lot of fun chatting about why this hymn makes you 
uncomfortable). Send your suggestions in and get 

excited for October! 
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You are invited to join the Rolling Ridge staff  
in celebrating our 70th year of ministry. 

 
 THE SCHEDULE 
 2:30-4:30 pm - Workshop and Activities 
 4:30-5:00 pm - Program 
 5:00-6:00 pm - A complimentary Jubilee dinner served 
    on the Bowling Green in gratitude to our community  
 

 

NOTE: Although it is complimentary, online dinner reservations are required.   Visit 
www.rollingridge.org  to register and peruse the available programs.   If technology prevents 
you from registering, please call 978-682-8815 or email thestaff@rollingridge.org to RSVP.   
 

Rolling Ridge Retreat & Conference Center 
Celebrating 70 years of ministry together 

On September 29, 2018, South church will 
be hosting the fourth WISE Conference on 
Mental Health - sponsored by the Mental 
Health Network of the UCC. Attendees will 
experience personal stories; receive practical 
steps to engage in a mental health ministry in 
your congregation; and be introduced to the 
WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, 
Engaged) Covenant for congregations for 
mental health. If you'd like to read more and 
pass along the registration to you 
congregation, here's the link: http://mhn-

ucc.blogspot.com/p/wise-congregations.html 

 

 

WISE Conference  
on Mental Health 

 

Interfaith Prayer Shawl Tea 

 
 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  
 

Galatians 6:2 
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CHURCH ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 

Sun 

 

Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu 

 

Fri 

 

Sat 

      1 

2 

 
15th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 

10:30AM Worship 
SPRC after worship 

3 
 

6:00PM               400 
Sewing Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Trustees 

4 

 
7:00PM            Office 

Christmas Pop-Up 
Shop Meeting 

5 6 7 8 

9 

 
16th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 

10:30AM Worship 
9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 

 
 

10 
 

6:00PM               400 
Sewing Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Missions Team 

11 

 
10AM Coffee And... 

At Panera Bread 
 

6:30PM   Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 

7PM                  401 
Church Council  

12 13 
 

7:00PM 
Choir Practice  

Room 403 
 

 

14 15 

16 

 
17th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

17 

6:00PM               400 
Sewing Class 

7:00PM               401 
Worship Team 

7:00PM               401 
Trustees 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 

 
18th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

24 25 26 27 28 

 
5PM-9PM 
Pine2Posh  
Fundraiser 

29 

 
2:00PM 

Meal Prep at Bread 
& Roses Kitchen 

30 

 
19th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
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BUILDING USE CALENDAR 

 

Sun 

 

Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu 

 

Fri 

 

Sat 

      1 

2 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

3 4 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

5 

 
 

6 7 
 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

8 

9 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

10 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

11 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

12 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

13 14 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

15 

 
Intercultural Mission 

Church 
Yard Sale 

7:30AM - 1:30PM 

16 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

17 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

18 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

19 

 
9AM-12:30PM        

WH 
 Elderly Program 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

20 21 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

22 

23 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

24 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

25 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

26 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

27 28 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

29 

30 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

      



 

 

57 Peters Street 
North Andover, MA 01845 

 

Church Telephone:  978-682-5305 

E-Mail:  Firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 

 

Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., Fri. 

   8:30AM - 11:30AM 

Sunday Worship: 10:30AM 

Christian Education Adult s:  Sunday 9:00AM 

Christian Education Children:  Sunday 9:00AM 

We’re on the Web!  

www.northandoverumc.org 

First United Methodist 
Church 


