
 

 

Dear First UMC Family, 
 

I hope everyone has been enjoying our entrance into the Fall season. For those of you 
who are still without gas, this transition to cooler weather is not as easy. Please know 
that my prayers are with you…and also…so is my shower! If you would like to take a 
hot shower, please contact me via text or email and you can use the guest bathroom in 
the parsonage. We also have a shower at the church, so you can use that on a Sunday or 
during Ellen’s office hours (T, Th, F from 8:30am-11:30am – please call ahead). Please 
continue in your prayers for this community, especially those who have been 
permanently displaced from their homes due to the explosions. You can still make 
donations to the Lawrence Emergency Fund at http://eccf.org/lawrenceemergencyfund 
 

As we enter the month of October, I am particularly excited about our worship series, 
“Hymns that Make You Squirm.” Y’all have submitted some pretty interesting, unsettling, 
and squirmy hymns…so much so that I wonder if some of you might benefit from some 
extended pastoral counseling.  Kidding aside, this worship series and discipleship groups 
component will be such a blast. Our Christian faith is something that must be 
interrogated, and hymns are often a great place to start for that. Plus, they generate a lot 
of interesting conversation. So be sure to sign up for a discipleship group and get plugged 
in! 
 

Speaking of “getting plugged in,” I encourage each of us to look around us this Sunday 
when we gather for worship. Ask the question, who is missing from our pews? Who has 
not been here in a long time? Who could use an encouraging word or an invite back to 
church? Christian community is not formed by happenstance, but by intentional 
outreach. Let’s open our arms and doors wide to those around us. 
 

Finally, rather than giving some closing sagely pastoral wisdom, I thought I would take 
some personal privilege and ask for prayer. My “other job” at Boston University has 
been gracious to me this year and has relieved me of any teaching responsibilities for the 
Fall or Spring semesters (normally being “relieved of duties” is bad, but not in my case – 
I still draw the same salary from BU). This allows me to focus on finishing up my 
dissertation in a timely manner. October, November, and December of this year will be 
some of the busiest writing months of my life, so I covet your prayers and support 
during this time. 
 

I love serving as your pastor and I look forward to our continued time together, 
especially as we approach the various holiday seasons, putting our faith to action through 
our Thanksgiving Food Collection, as well as our Christmas Pop-Up Shop 
(www.ChristmasPopUpShop.org). Thanksgiving food collections will take place during 
the first few weeks of November. For the Pop-Up Shop, you can read more about that 
inside the Beacon. 
 

Blessings to each of you, 
 

Pastor Nelson 

 
 

The Beacon 

 

First United Methodist  

Church Of North Andover 

 

OCTOBER 2018 

First  

United Methodist Church  

57 Peters Street 

North Andover, MA 01845 
 

Telephone:  

     978-682-5305 
 

Email:  

firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 
 

Website:        

     www.northandoverumc.org 
 

Worship with us: 
 

     Service Time      

 10:30 AM 

     Christian Education -  Adults 

      9:00AM  

     Christian Education -  Children 

      9:00AM  

Christmas Pop-Up Shop 2 

World Communion Sunday 2 

Trustee Update 3 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 3 

Pine2Posh  3 

Oct. Church Activity Calendar 4 

Oct. Building Use Calendar 5 

 
 

Inside this issue: 
 
 



 

 

It's almost here! That's right, time is 
going by quickly and we're nearly ready 
to start shopping for our Christmas 
Pop Up Shop! See something on 
clearance? Find a great sale? Scoop it up 
for the Pop Up Shop! We'll be 
collecting NEW gifts for the Pop Up 
Shop throughout the month of 
November! Here are some guidelines 
so you'll know what to look for: 
 
 NEW gifts only (less than $50) 
 Toys and books for children of all 

ages  

 Gift Cards (Dunkin, Starbucks, 
Target, Wal-Mart and Amazon are 
good ones!) 

 Please NO weapons, video games 
or clothing 

Our goal is to make it possible for 
families to buy (at a steep discount) the 
fun stuff for their kids for Christmas! 
Questions? Ask Patti or Barb or email 
the church office and you'll be put in 
touch with one of us!  
 
Thank you for supporting this 
important mission! 

World Communion Sunday - October 7th  

Together, we provide 
financial support for future 
leaders and scholars who 
might otherwise be 
forgotten. 
 
Will you give generously on 
World Communion Sunday 
to make education and 
vocational impact possible 
for more students? Will you 
equip gifted and qualified 
students from around the 
globe to become the world-
changers God created them 
to be? 
 
Nelson Mandela said, 
“Education is the most 
powerful weapon you can 
use to change the 
world.”  And because the 
people of The United 

Around the globe, countless 
gifted and qualified people 
face financial obstacles that 
hinder them from preparing 
for the vocation God has 
given them, especially youth 
and young adults. For ethnic 
students who will be the 
first generation in their 
families to attend college, 
or for those people of color 
who haven’t historically had 
access to resources that 
make higher education 
possible, the road toward 
education has often been 
unwieldy. 
 
What would it look like if 
the church today imitated 
Jesus’ affirmation of the full 
dignity and God-given 
potential of all women and 

men—especially those 
who’ve historically been 
assigned to the world’s 
margins? On World 
Communion Sunday your 
giving helps to provide 
scholarships for national 
and international graduate 
students whom God has 
gifted to learn and to serve. 
 
World Communion Sunday 
is one of six special Sunday 
offerings for United 
Methodists. On this day, we 
celebrate unity and 
togetherness with all God’s 
children, regardless of our 
differences. The special 
offering we take on this day 
benefits ethnic national and 
international United 
Methodist students. 
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Methodist Church believe 
that all of God’s children 
have been created and 
gifted to build the kingdom 
Jesus ushered in, we’re 
resourcing them to do just 
that. Because of your giving 
on World Communion 
Sunday, the most powerful 
tool to change the world is 
in more hands. 



 

 

The members of the Trustees, although small in 
number, have been busy fixing and cleaning,  
Here are the notes from the latest Council 
Meeting:   
 
In August the Narthex and Sanctuary rugs were 
cleaned and the tile floors were washed and 
waxed in all the church hallways and Wesley 
Hall. The Montessori hallways and bathroom 
were also cleaned per our rental agreement. 
 
The list of needed repairs includes replacing the 
gable end vent on Wesley Hall, the repair of 
some of the windows in Wesley hall so they can 
stay open, cleaning of gutters on church building.   
The roof needs to be inspected so we will have 
an idea of its condition, since it is coming to the 
end of its useful life.  Generally, it is 25 years and 
ours is about 22-23 years old at this point.  
Recently we did have a leak in the sanctuary 

during a heavy rain period.  In the past 3 years 
many of the repairs/improvements have been 
funded by our Merrimack College parking 
revenues.  With that revenue down by 53% it 
will be challenging to maintain our level of 
repairs.  
 
Request from Montessori School:   Branches 
hanging over the playground need to be 
removed so that they do not fall on 
unsuspecting toddlers. 
 
Evergreens in front of parsonage need to be 
trimmed. 

Our Thanksgiving Food Collection for 

Neighbors In Need will begin later in October.   

Watch the bulletins for further information. 
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Trustees - Update 

Thanks to everyone who attended or helped out 
with our Pine2Posh fundraiser!  It was a great 

success for the Christmas Pop-Up Shop 

Pine2Posh 

All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. 

--  1 Corinthians 12:27  -- 
 

We are the hands and feet of Jesus 

 
 

Our seasons may change, 
but…. 

 
 

8 Jesus Christ is the same  
yesterday and today and forever.  

 

-- Hebrews13:8  --  
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CHURCH ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 
 1 

 

6:00PM               400 
Sewing Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Trustees Team 

2 

 
6:30PM   Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

3 4 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

 

5 6 

7 
 

20th Sunday after  
Pentecost 

 

World Communion 
Sunday 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

SPRC after worship 

8 
 

6:00PM               400 
Sewing Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Missions Team 

9 

9AM                    400 
Sewing Class  

 

10AM Coffee And... 
At Panera Bread 

 

6:30PM   Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 

7PM                  401 
Church Council  

10 11 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

12 13 

14 

 
21st  Sunday after  

Pentecost 
9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

 

15 

 
6:00PM               400 

Sewing Class 
 
7:00PM               401 

Worship Team 

16 

 
6:30PM   Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 
7:00PM           Office 
Christmas Pop-Up 

Meeting 

17 18 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

19 20 

21 

 

22nd Sunday after  
Pentecost 

 

Laity Sunday 
9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

22 

 

6:00PM               400 
Sewing Class 

 

23 

 
6:30PM   Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

24 25 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

26 27 

28 

 
23rd Sunday after  

Pentecost 
9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

29 

 

30 

 
6:30PM   Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

31    
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BUILDING USE CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

 1 

 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

2 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

3 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

4 5 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

6 

 
8:00-10:00AM     WH 

 

IMC Drumming  
Circle 

7 

 
 

1:00PM  
Intercultural   

Mission Church  
Worship Service  

8 

 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

9 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

10 11 12 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

13 

 
8:00-10:00AM     WH 

 

IMC Drumming  
Circle 

14 

 
 

1:00PM  
Intercultural   

Mission Church  
Worship Service  

15 

 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

16 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

17 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

18 19 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

20 

 
8:00-10:00AM     WH 

 

IMC Drumming  
Circle 

21 

 
 

1:00PM  
Intercultural   

Mission Church  
Worship Service  

22 

 
4-5PM  Aerobics WH 

 
6-8PM                 401 
Girl Scout Quarterly 

Meeting 

23 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

24 25 26 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

27 

28 

 
 

1:00PM  
Intercultural   

Mission Church  
Worship Service  

29 

 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

30 

 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

31    
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