
 

 

A Note from Pastor Kim 

 

I am sure that you don’t know this about me yet, but I love lighthouses. I, as a girl would 

sit on the beach and watch the ocean waves roll into shore. And part of what 

mesmerized me about the ocean was the lighthouse in the distance. For me the image 

sparked my imagination of long- gone days of ocean schooners and romanticized notions 

of life on the shore.  Later, I was fortunate enough to live for a time on Cape Cod and 

would be encouraged by the consistent sound of the foghorn blowing in the distance, 

knowing that for someone the image of a lighthouse would mean direction and safety. 

It is a wonder of our humanness that God has given us our imagination, so we can place 

meaning on to a utilitarian piece of architecture. 

 

That is why symbolism is important. It can change an everyday thing into something with 

meaning, something that can convey an idea and something that can transform a way of 

seeing a thing into a means of understanding something greater entirely.  Because we 

have this gift we can look at something that may otherwise have little or no sentimental 

or spiritual value and make it become a source of great faith filled strength. 

Imagine hearing Jesus say, “Consider the lilies of the field, they neither toil or sew, but 

even Solomon in all his glory could not have clothed such as this.”  Or the parable of 

"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a man took and planted in his field. 

Although it is the smallest of all seeds, when it is fully grown it is larger than the garden 

plants and becomes a tree, and the birds in the sky come and nest in its branches." 

Both of these scriptures conjure up in our minds not only the image of Jesus talking 

about them, but the image of a beautiful small wildflower and a giant tree grown from 

the tiniest seed. Then we let our minds absorb the idea and theology of those images. 

That is a precious gift. We will use this gift through this program year.  

 

As our kids come back to Sunday School and our fall season takes on it’s color and 

excitement we will utilize the gift of rich scriptural text and our gift of imagination to 

help us understand and GROW OUR FAITH. In the weeks and months ahead, there will 

be some exciting changes in our sanctuary that will illustrate how we will continue to 

grow in our faith and connection to Christ and our First UMC Community.  

 

So, come be part of the growth, join us as we plant the seeds of faith and watch as they 

sprout and blossom.  We will use images and examples of trees and plants to help 

illustrate these ideas and grow together into a full and fruitful creation of Gods own 

making. 

 

Go and Grow in faith 

 

Peace to You, 

Pastor Kim 

 
 

The Beacon 

 

First United Methodist  

Church Of North Andover 

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

First  

United Methodist Church  

57 Peters Street 

North Andover, MA 01845 
 

Telephone:  

     978-682-5305 
 

Email:  

firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 
 

Website:        

     www.northandoverumc.org 
 

Worship with us: 
 

     Service Time      

 10:30 AM 

     Christian Education -  Adults 

      9:00AM  

     Christian Education -  Children 

      9:00AM  

 
 

Inside this issue: 

Pastors Message                Pg 01 

UMCOR                           Pg 02 

JFON                               Pg 03 

Prayer Shawl Tea              Pg 03 

Book Collection                Pg 03 

Think About It                  Pg 04 

Youth Stuff                       Pg 05 

Help Kids Know God        Pg 05 

Rock the Block                 Pg 06 

Montessori Welcome        Pg 06 

Meet & Greet                   Pg 06 

Rolling Ridge                    Pg 07 

Sept Church Calendar       Pg 08 

Sept Building Calendar      Pg 09 

Divorce Care                    Pg 03 



 

 

UNITED METHODIST COMMITEEE ON RELIEF (UMCOR) 

Founded in 1940, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) is the global humanitarian aid organization of the 

United Methodist Church. UMCOR is working in more than 80 

countries worldwide, including the United States. Our 

mission, grounded in the teachings of Jesus, is to alleviate 

human suffering - whether caused by war, conflict or natural disaster, with open hearts and minds to all people. 

UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters that are interruptions of such magnitude that they overwhelm a 

community's ability to recover on its own. UMCOR works through programs that address hunger, poverty, 

sustainable agriculture, international and domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant concerns, global health 

issues, and transitional development. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives 

have been disrupted by war, conflict or natural disaster. UMCOR provides humanitarian relief and disaster response 

to people in more than 80 countries, including the United States. 

After flood waters have receded, wounds have been tended, basic needs met, and the world's attention has faded, 

The United Methodist Church continues to be present by providing ongoing assistance. UMCOR provides survivors 

not only temporary relief, but also long-term education, training, and support. While UMCOR cooperates with other 

aid organizations, the most important partners in the work of recovery are those being served. 

UMCOR is currently engaged in relief efforts in Texas (Hurricane Harvey), in Syria (civil war), Sierra Leone 

(mudslides), and many other places around the world. As you can see from the map below UMCOR reaches and 

continues to support areas that have been hit by tornado, fire and water disasters. 

 
In the past we have collected supplies to make Hygiene, School Supply and Cleaning kits. These kits are distributed 

by the Sager Brown supply depot in Pennsylvania to the affected areas of the world. Some of you may also 

remember collecting supplies for newborn kits, but they have been discontinued. 

Our congregation has always responded very well to UMCOR Sunday, previously known as On Great Hour of Sharing. 

Since 2007 we have donated $3,274 towards helping UMCOR meet an ever-increasing need for relief efforts 

anywhere in our world. 

Let’s keep it going! 
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JUSTICE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS (JFON) 

The Christ United Methodist Church, located at 207 Haverhill Street in 

Lawrence, is a multicultural, multilingual community walking with all 

people, meeting them wherever they are with compassion and justice.   

The JFON (Justice For Our Neighbors) Lawrence clinic operates out of 

Christ United Methodist Church on the fourth Monday of every month 

from 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm.  Every clinic includes an offering of hospitality 

with a meal, and activities for children who accompany their parents.  The 

services available include free legal advice, hospitality, support, 

compassion and a listening ear.   

 

On September 23rd our church will be the “Hospitality Team” serving food and drinks to the visitors of JFON 

Lawrence.  A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex (entryway) for food donations.  We’ll be serving 

sandwiches, salads, desserts and drinks.  More information will be available in the next few weeks so keep  

your eyes posted in the bulletins and your ears listening for announcements during Sunday worship.   The 

Missions Team would like to extend a hearty “thank you” in advance for your help with this important task. 
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Prayer Shawl Tea 

We’re collecting used books!  If 
you have any laying around your 
house and would like to see them 
go to a good cause, please bring 
them to the church.  A drop off 
location is in the Narthex (lobby).  The books will 
be brought to Lewiston Maine on September 18th 
so we have a few weeks to collect them.  Any type 
of book can be donated, including dictionaries and 
encyclopedias.  This program will serve under 
resourced communities and a large immigrant 
population.  Let’s pitch in and collect as many as we 
can to help with this worthy cause. 

Divorce Care is a video based discussion group.  
This program is for anyone who is or has 
experienced divorce and wishes to find help in 
navigating the difficult issues and emotions.  This 
weekly group will begin in October and is open to 
anyone needing this support.  A $10 registration 
fee covers the cost of the course materials.  Watch 
for more details in upcoming bulletins and 

 

Book Collection! 

 

Divorce Care Coming Soon… 



 

 

THIS IS A “THINK ABOUT IT” THING….. 

 
We are all blessed with gifts and talents that are particular to each of us. Sometimes these gifts make sense and 
we are eager to share them with those we love. For example, if you like to bake, your gift of cookies make 
sense. (cookies always make sense!) For some of us, we are blessed with talents that for what ever reason we 
may not know what to do with them.   And even more challenging some of us have skills and abilities that we 
haven’t yet identified or found an outlet for their usefulness. 
It is a blessing being in a church that has so many people who like to show their love for each other and for 
God through the use of their talents and gifts. Jesus really likes that. I ask you to think about these three 
questions as you go about your daily routine in the next several days and weeks. This isn’t a test but an 
opportunity for self-inquiry. 
 

 What is it that gives you joy? 
 
 
 
 What is it that challenges you in a good and affirming way? 
 
 
 
 What is it that you have always had a desire or longing to do or try that you never found time, 

opportunity or reason to do? 
 
 
 
I’m giving you space here so you can think about these and even write down your responses. (Don’t worry 
these thoughts are for you alone, and God of course).  As you consider these things, now ask yourself where if 
you were given time, space and opportunity how could those responses above be a gift from God and used for 
God?  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many things that make a church function.  Some can be complex or involve heavy lifting.   Some are 

as easy as licking a stamp. Realizing this I ask you to begin thinking about how you might be called to service for 

God through the work, action and need of your First UMC church community. There are always things that 

need doing and stuff that needs attention.  How can your gifts be matched with the need of your church? 

(Please keep this for future reference. I’ll be asking you think again.) 
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There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone 

it is the same God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. 

 

--1 Corinthians 12:4-7 -- 



 

 

YOUTH STUFF!! 

The children and youth of the church are vital to the life of the church. And the 

First UMC young folks are by no means an exception to this rule. The kids from 

First UMC posses their own unique and individual mix of charm, energy, inner 

strength and dignity, but let’s not forget that even the most disciplined and 

delightful kids are just that, KIDS. The action, energy and ideas of our kids are as 

important for this congregation as are those of the most senior among our rolls.   
 

I am asking the youth of our congregation to join me on Sunday September 29th at a special gathering at Salem 

Willows. While we are enroute we will talk about what we want the First UMC YOUTH PROGRAM to be. What 

we hope to accomplish with our youthful energy and how we would like the First UMC to grow. We’ll get to 

know each other, have some fun playing frisbee get an ice cream and maybe even have a Skee- Ball 

tournament. Parents are welcome and are friends encouraged. We will leave First  UMC at Noon and return 

about 4pm. All are welcome to join us, but this event is for our Youth grades 5-12. So, if you are an adult 

planning on attending be ready to show off your skee-ball skills and, answer the youth car ride questions too. 

Ice cream cones are on me (Pastor Kim) and I will cover the skee-ball costs. Other wants or desires? Bring your 

own cash for that… 
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For anyone who has a child, will have a child or is experiencing the 
treasured blessing of a grand child, or other little one in your life. WOW, it 
is wonderful.  It is also wonderful to realize that we as adults have such 
influence in their lives that our actions attitudes and habits will be an 
example and guiding factor in the people they become. That is why it is 
important to be able to share instances of love and grace when they arise. 
 

As we go about our time and encounter young ones, remember they are 
people too. They love to be noticed, even the shy ones. And they benefit 
from witnessing grace and us noticing them. So, if you baby sit, care for a grand child or have a little one that you 
hold dear, remind them that they are a treasure to you and to the world.  
 

When you can, share this Bedtime Blessing from the book Faithful Families, Creating Sacred Moments at Home.  
To the infant  or to the little one after they say their prayers and tucked in  say, “Mommy and Daddy/Grammy/ 
Grampy … is going to say a night time blessing now.”  Place your hand gently on the child’s head or shoulder and 
say a short blessing. Use this example or write something that has meaning to you that will be a similarly 
comforting phrase recognizing God as comforter and protector: 
 

(Child’s Name) May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace, not just tonight but tomorrow but all the days of 
your life. Amen 
 

Finish the bedtime routine with a kiss and say good night.  As the child grows allow them to say the blessing to 
you or to their siblings.  Creating sacred spaces and routines will help your young ones understand that God is 
present in all places and that they are cared for at all times. 
 

Faithful Families, Creating Sacred Moments at Home is written by Staci Smith.  It makes a wonderful gift for new 
parents! 

 
 

MORE  WAYS TO HELP KIDS KNOW GOD 



 

 

 

The Town of North Andover, North Andover Police 

Dept, North Andover Fire Dept, Emergency 

Management, and the North Andover Merchants 

Association are marking the one year anniversary of 

the day our community was turned upside down - 

and the day that set us on the path where we proved 

the strength of our community spirit. We are bringing 

our first responders, our merchants, and our 

neighbors, all DOWNTOWN for a giant block party. 

This is a way to support the people who responded to 

last year’s disaster, while supporting the neighbors and businesses impacted by months of recovery. One of 

our goals is to support our recovering merchants so we are encouraging any North Andover merchants to 

participate. And if you just want SOME FRIDAY NIGHT FUN please bring your friends and family downtown to 

support our local merchants! Enjoy some great food and entertain the kids!  

Page 6 The Beacon 

First UMC is blessed to 

offer the gift and use of 

this amazing building to the 

Montessori School of New 

England. Recognizing that 

the school is a tenant of 

the congregation we also understand that the 

children in their charge are also a way in which 

we are able to be in ministry to the community 

and the world. As the teachers and students 

begin their new school year I ask all who are part 

of the 1st UMC community to keep the 

happiness, health and safety of our youngest 

community in prayer. We also pray for the 

parents, volunteers and staff of the school, that 

they my know God’s grace, and, experience the 

fullness of joy that can be known through the 

eyes of a child. That we all as a community under 

the common roof know the protection and 

compassion of God and share in that blessing 

together. 

 

Jesus loves the little children….. 
We love our little ones too! 

On September 8th at 4pm First UMC will be hosting 
as special gathering to meet and greet our New 
District Superintendent Rev. We Chang! 
 

As a result of the retirement of Jim McPhee and 
the Conference need to restructure the Districts, 
the Tri-State District has been divided among the 
Districts in the regions that reside. Several 
Massachusetts churches that were part of the Tri-
State area are now absorbed into the Metro 
Boston Hope District under the care and 
supervision of Reverend We Chang.  
 
To welcome Rev. We as our DS and allow for our 
sibling churches to become acquainted with him 
and each other, we are hosting a gathering and 
reception on September 8th at 4pm.  To help make 
this gathering a success your presence is requested 
to make a great welcome experience.  Debbie 
Cannella is coordinating light refreshments for this 
gathering.   She is looking for volunteers to bake 
finger desserts, provide cheese/crackers, veggie 
trays, or etc.   If you are willing to help out please 
contact Debbie at 978-376-8587 or by email 
mommac29@hotmail.com 

 

Meet Our New  
District Superintendant 

 

Friday, September 13th 6:00PM - 9:00PM 

 



 

 

You are invited to spend a Day Apart at the Ridge with wise 
leaders, companions on the journey, and a delicious lunch in 
the Lakeview Dining Room.  Below are just a few of the 
offerings for September. To find out more about Rolling 
Ridge and the ongoing programs offered visit 
www.rollingridge.org. 

Throughout the day we will share time in meditation, walking the labyrinths as a 
group and individually.  We will review and discuss the history, various designs, 
and locations of labyrinths across the globe.  As we mark 18 years since the 
September 11th attack, we will also take time to walk in remembrance of all 
who died and their family members, the survivors, the emergency responders, 
recovery and cleanup workers, and volunteers who helped in the aftermath.   
 

In our impatient, fast-paced, information age, those of us living with memory 
challenges often feel devalued, isolated and left behind. We sometimes need 

more time in line and on our computers and phones. We have 
trouble “connecting” as we try to navigate our increasingly digitized 
world of apps, logins, PINS, and passwords. Society may consider and 
value a humanness that is more like machines and computers.  But on 
this day and in this community, we will experience and remember 
through fun activities, a renewed sense of hope and a restored sense 

of wholeness and belonging. 
This workshop draws inspiration from musical experiences and 
principles to enrich our spiritual lives and get us “in tune.”   You’ll 

discover the power of rest and silence to renew and restore, the poignancy of 
living from a heart-centered space, how to modulate thoughts and beliefs for 
personal growth.  Strengthen your spirituality through a tapestry of self-
exploration, group discussion, sound healing, and musical experiences that will 
deepen your connection with your Essence and inspire you to live a more 
insightful, meaningful, and satisfying life.   Leave feeling inspired, tuned in to who you really are.  No musical 
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September 11
th

 – Unearthing Self In The Midst of Chaos 

September 15
th

 – Revive & Thrive—Living Well With Memory Loss 

September 23
rd

 – Tune Up Your Spirit 

Other Fun Events at the Ridge 

 
 

4th Sunday of the Month 3-4:30PM 
Point of Pines 

The Ridge will blend a diverse collection of the works of fine artists in a 
festive and enjoyable setting. It will be a special day of celebration of Rolling 
Ridge’s 100 year old facility.  Enjoy food booths from local community non-
profits and an array of other fun things to do.  Bring the family! 



 

 CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

CHURCH  ACTIVITY  CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

1 

 
12th  Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
10:30AM Worship 

2 3 

 
7:00PM               401 

Trustees Team 

4 5 6 7 

8       13th  Sunday  

after Pentecost 
Rally Day! 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed. Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
SPRC after worship 

4:00PM        WH 
Meet & Greet with the 
District Superintendent 

9 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Missions Team 

10 
 

10AM Coffee And... 
At Panera Bread 

 
7:00PM               401 

Church Council 

11 12 13 14 

15 

 
14th  Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed. Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

16 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Worship Team 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 

 
15th  Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed. Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 

 
16th  Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed. Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
12 Noon Youth Outing 

at Salem Willows 

30      



 

 CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

BUILDING USE CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

1 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

2 

 

3 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 

4 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

5-8PM     AA      500 

5 6 

 
10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary IMC 
Prayer Meeting 

7 

8 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

9 10 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 

11 

 
5-8PM     AA      500 

12 13 

 
10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary IMC 
Prayer Meeting 

14 

15 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

16 17 

 
6PM   Aerobics   WH 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 

18 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

5-8PM     AA      500 

19 

 
6PM   Aerobics   WH 

20 

 
10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary IMC 
Prayer Meeting 

21 

22 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

23 24 

 
6PM   Aerobics   WH 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 
 

25 

 
5-8PM     AA      500 

26 

 
6PM   Aerobics   WH 

27 

 
10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary IMC 
Prayer Meeting 

28 

29 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

30      



 

 

57 Peters Street 
North Andover, MA 01845 

 

Church Telephone:  978-682-5305 

E-Mail:  Firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 

 

Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., Fri. 

   8:30AM - 11:30AM 

Sunday Worship: 10:30AM 

Christian Education Adults:  Sunday 9:00AM 

Christian Education Children:  Sunday 9:00AM 

We’re on the Web!  

www.northandoverumc.org 

First  
United Methodist Church 


