
 

 

Dear First UMC Family, 
 
The picture in the center of this article is an image I’m often drawn to when I think of the 
cross and when I think of resurrection hope. Rather than highlighting the brutality of the 
cross, this image points toward the hope in looking through and beyond the cross. The 
main proclamation of Easter is that death never has 
the final world, but has been swallowed up in the 
victory of Christ. For us, this means that the pain 
and frustration we encounter in the world - 
be it through the political sphere, environmental 
degradation, inequality and inequity, or the finitude 
and fragile state of our bodies - is not the end of 
the story. Also, the powers and principalities that 
perpetuate violence, greed, injustice, and oppression 
will also lose out to the lovingkindness and justice 
of our victorious God in Christ. In late April, the 
Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church 
(our top court in enforcing the discipline) met and 
determined that the majority of the 
Traditional Plan will be deemed constitutional. 
While there are some parts that remain 
unconstitutional, many of these legislative petitions 
will be amended to come into constitutional 
compliance for the 2020 General Conference. So, 
what does this mean for The United Methodist 
Church? Put simply, we do not know. There are 
caucus groups and other significant pastors and 
leaders gathering throughout the country 
and the world who are trying to discern a more just and equitable way forward. One of 
the most likely options is that the United Methodist Church will split into two or three 
different churches in accordance with their theological views related to the topic of human 
sexuality. Annual conferences would then decide which of these churches to belong to, 
and local churches within the annual conference could decide to opt out and join a 
difference conference that relates more to their understanding of human sexuality. 
 
With all of these ideas of potential change, it’s easy to think that death has the final word 
over our United Methodist story. But I refuse to believe that. And I think you/we should 
too! I do not believe that we’re all going to get back together and be a happy family – that 
does not seem plausible at this point. However, sometimes separation can be helpful even 
when the foundation for that separation is painful. Resurrection life can spring forth, and I 
believe it will, regardless of what United Methodism may look like in the next few years. 
People across the world are craving hope. They are craving hospitality, inclusion, salvation, 
justice, love, scripture, meaning, formation. People are craving a story that is authentic and 
inspiring! What they are craving is Christ AND they are craving a faithful Church that lives 
out Christ’s teachings. I don’t know what’s gonna happen with United Methodism, but I do 
know that we at First UMC are going to try to be living embodiments of a faithful Church, 
full of faith-filled Christians who walk in the way that leads to life. 
 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” -Jesus, quoted in John 
11:25 (NRSV) 
 
Peace, 
 

Pastor Nelson 
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Thousands of individuals, churches, and 

communities will be working to rally millions of 

Christian’s to once again heed this call! 

 

Scripture tells us again and again that our fervent 

prayer is effective. That our loving God responds 

to earnest pleas in mighty ways that avail much, 

and ultimately determine the course of history. 

 

Start the National Day of Prayer off by meeting 

at Nicholson Stadium Parking Lot, 49 Pleasant 

View Rd, Methuen from 6:00am - 7:00am 

 

This will be an informal time of prayer to pray for 

our schools, our city and our nation. All are 

welcome. Coffee and light refreshments to be 

served afterward. 

Reminder:  Those who knit, 

crochet or quilted baby blankets 

for the Fina House, can you 

please bring them to church  by 

May 12th, so they can be blessed 

during worship and then 

delivered that week?  Thank you, Thank you.  Any 

questions, please contact Andrea at 

aekv@juno.com. 

Communities Together wishes to thank the 

members of the First United Methodist Church for 

allowing us to store diapers on your stage in 

Wesley Hall during the Lenten season until the 

first week of May.  We will be sorting and 

counting the last week of April. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andrea E.K. Vannett 

Board of Directors for Communities Together 

SUNDAY MORNING UPPER ROOM BOOK STUDY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Throughout the Bible, God interrupts the lives of ordinary 

men and women, calling and empowering them to lives of 

service they never could have imagined on their own! 

 

Discover how to hear and respond to the unique call God 

is placing on your life through the stories of ordinary 

people found in the Bible. Called will examine the lives of 

the Abraham, Samuel, Esther and Mary Magdalene, 

Jonah, and the beloved disciple.  The same God that 

called these unlikely characters calls you, too, to bring 

hope and transformation to the world. 

 

Join us, Sunday mornings at 9AM . 
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Habitat for Humanity, The Restore, and Women Build  
Submitted by Andrea E.K. Vannett 

In 1985 the late Margot Bixby, formerly of Andover, was one of the founders of 

Habitat for Humanity in the Merrimack Valley.  Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit 

affordable housing builder, serving 22 communities, which believes that a stable 

community begins with home ownership.  It is a “hand-up” not a hand-out. The 

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity has helped over 100 families to date.  In 

1991 a group of women in Charlotte North Caroline built the first women-built 

Habitat for Humanity home.   It was this initial effort that started a greater calling 

for Women Build.  
 

For Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity, our history in Women Build started in 2005 with the first, and 

to date, only home fully built by women.  The home is located at 84/86 12th Avenue in Haverhill, 

Massachusetts. This was my first Habitat experience and 500 plus hours later; I am still swinging a hammer 

(or preferably a paint brush or roller!) on Wednesday, Thursday or Saturday.  Where are we building 

currently?:  Franklin St in Lawrence, Old County Road in Salisbury and Lupine Road in Andover. 
 

How can you help? 
 

Join in at one of the building construction sites - no experience is necessary.  Wednesdays, Thursdays 

and Saturdays from 8:15AM until 4:00PM. 
 

Help at the ReStore - Habitat for Humanity ReStores are “reuse stores” that sell new and gently used 

furniture, home accessories, building materials and appliances at a fraction of the retail price.  The 

proceeds are then used to build homes and improve the community.  The ReStore in Lawrence is 

located at 647 Andover Street.  You can help with stocking shelves, working with customers or being 

a cashier.  Two hour shifts are available Tuesday through Saturday .   
 

Donate and shop at the ReStore - The reuse of donated materials allows our customers to save money 

while shopping for great items.  Purchasing donated items also diverts reusable materials from our 

landfills. 
 

Donate Funds – Visit http://www.merrimackvalleyhabitat.org/  or mail a check to 60 Island Street, Suite 

212, Lawrence, MA 01843  
 

Match those Funds – There will be a challenge on May 5th during the church service where contributions 

of up to $100 will be matched.  
 

Join the Women Build - Each year Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity 

hosts a number of Women Build Days throughout the year, including 

Mother’s Day weekend.   This year the local Mother’s Day Build is on 

May 11th at 8 Lupine Road in Andover.  A typical build work day is: 

8:15am - 8:30am: registration & orientation, 8:30am: work assignment, 

8:35am -12 noon: work, 12 noon - 1pm: lunch (you bring your own), 

1pm - 3:30: work, 3:30 - 4pm clean up.  If you are interested in joining 

me and if there are still slots open, call 978-686-3323 
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You are invited to spend a Day Apart at the Ridge with wise 

leaders, companions on the journey, and a delicious lunch in 

the Lakeview Dining Room.  Below are just a few of the 

offerings for May. To find out more about Rolling Ridge and 

the ongoing programs offered visit www.rollingridge.org. 

 

The Enneagram is essential to know at work where things can be fast and 

furious with high expectations of productivity. It's essential to understand the 

personalities you are working with and how to understand different 

expectations, different ways of operation and find ways to bring out peoples' 

strengths and limit defensiveness. Learn the strengths and limitations of the 

nine working styles, the best work environments for each type and ways to 

bring out the best in people and handle the conflicts that naturally arise.  

In a time of violence an conflict when the church focused on fear, suddenly 

there emerged a startling new voice, the first women to write in English, 

speaking of God’s abundant love.  That voice was the 14th century mystic Julian 

of Norwich, England.  Although we know little about Julian herself, her writings 

and reflections continue to speak across centuries.  Through spending time 

with Julian's words, participants can discern how she speaks to our lives today. 

Through worship, prayer, presentations, and more, we will have an opportunity 

to  let Julian’s wisdom enter our lives.  

So many of us struggle with our relationship to food, body image and our 

physicality. This struggle shows up in being overworked, stressed out, never 

satisfied and always trying to improve ourselves. We often don't even know we 

are caught up in this cycle until we get a life changing wake-up call like a health 

crisis or lose a relationship.  In this Day Apart Retreat we will explore what we 

are actually hungering for and how that influences our relationship with food, 

activities and life in general.  

Immerse yourself  in “forest bathing”- a Japanese practice called Shinrin Yoku, 

for managing stress and connecting to nature.  Health studies have 

demonstrated measurable improvements in physical health and mood 

following sensory immersion in nature, including lowered blood pressure, 

lowered levels of the stress hormone cortisol, and increased immunity to 

disease.   At this Day Apart you will be guided through a series of relaxing 

invitations to engage your senses, deepen nature connection, hone intuition 

and connect with the natural world around us.   
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May 7
th

 – Enneagram and Work 

May 9
th

 – Julian of Norwich 

May 13
th

 – Nurturing Our Hungry Soul  

May 14
th

 – Nurturing Our Hungry Soul 
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 CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

MAY 2019 

CHURCH  ACTIVITY  CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

   1 2 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

3 4 

5 

3rd  Sunday of Easter 
Habitat  For Humanity 

Matching Grant 
Challenge 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
11:45AM Confirmation 

Class 

6 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Trustees Team 

7 

 

10AM Coffee And... 
At Panera Bread 

 

6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 

8 9 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

10 11 

12 

4th  Sunday of Easter 
Mother’s Day 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
SPRC After Worship 

11:45AM Confirmation 
Class 

13 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Missions Team 

14 

 
6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 

7PM                  401 
Church Council 

15 16 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

17 18 

19 

5th  Sunday of Easter 
 

Native American 
Ministries Sunday 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
11:45AM Confirmation 

Class 

20 

 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Worship Team 

21 

 
6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

22 23 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

24 25 

26 

 
6th  Sunday of Easter 

Sloppy Sunday 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
10:30AM Worship 

11:45AM Confirmation 
Class 

27 

 
Memorial Day 

 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

28 

 
6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

29 30 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

31  



 

 CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

MAY 2019 

BUILDING  USE  CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

   1 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 
 

5-8PM     AA      500 

2 3 
 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

4 

5 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

6 

 
No Aerobics 

 
12Noon               WH 

Communities  
Together 

Board Meeting 

7 

 
6:30PM               WH 

Girl Scout Leaders 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 

8 

 
No Aerobics 

 
5-8PM     AA      500 

9 10 

 
10AM-11:30AM   WH 

Montessori  
Mothers Tea 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

11 

12 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

13 

 
No Aerobics 

14 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 

15 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 
 

5-8PM     AA      500 

16 17 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

18 

19 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

20 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

21 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 

22 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

 
5-8PM     AA      500 

23 24 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

25 

26 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service   

27 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

28 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 402 

29 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

 
5-8PM     AA      500 

30 31 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

 



 

 

57 Peters Street 
North Andover, MA 01845 

 

Church Telephone:  978-682-5305 

E-Mail:  Firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 

 

Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., Fri. 

   8:30AM - 11:30AM 

Sunday Worship: 10:30AM 

Christian Education Adults:  Sunday 9:00AM 

Christian Education Children:  Sunday 9:00AM 

We’re on the Web!  

www.northandoverumc.org 

First  
United Methodist Church 


