
 

 

Dear First UMC Family— 
 
On a personal note, March was a pretty exciting month. Many 
of you know that I recently defended my dissertation at 
Boston University and got to add the cool title of “Dr.” to my 
name. This has been the culmination of about 5 years of work 
and I am grateful that it has come to fruition. While getting a 
Ph.D. is/was an exciting endeavor, this also marks another 
transition in my life. 
 
On March 10, 2019, I announced that I will be transitioning out of First UMC 
North Andover and moving back to Florida to serve as a pastor in that Annual 
Conference (which is my home Annual Conference). I am grateful for the 3 
wonderful years I got to spend alongside all of you in ministry at First UMC. This 
was my first pastoral appointment, but y’all made this really easy for me! Your 
dedication to seeing this local church engage in mission and reimagine itself for 
the future has been nothing short of inspiring. I’m excited for the ways God will 
lead this community of faith in the coming years! 
 
At this time, we’re not sure who will serve as the next appointed pastor, but we 
DO know that it will be someone who has experience in helping congregations 
make transitions. Our town hall meetings indicated that we want to radically 
change the way we engage in mission and ministry, and this next pastor will help 
us figure out (for ourselves!) the nuts and bolts of that transformation. 
 
Given all the “unknowns” of our future, it seems fitting that we are in the season 
of Lent, which is a time of introspection, reflection, wondering, and wandering. 
Even though the future might seem uncertain, we know from the scriptures that 
Christ emerges from the wilderness with a clear sense of his purpose: the 
redemption of humankind. Likewise, I am praying for our congregation’s eventual 
emergence from this season with a certainty of where and how God is leading us 
to transform and emerge for the sake of loving God and neighbor. 
 
May we embrace the wondering and wandering of Lent and actively anticipate the 
rejoicing that will commence when the first documented preachers of the 
gospel—the women at the tomb—declare, “he is not here, for he is risen!” 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Nelson 
“The Rev. Dr. Nelson Cowan”  
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During our recent church meetings, I spoke about 

the task of maintaining our buildings and grounds. 

Listed below are a few of the more immediate 

tasks to do. If you would like to take on 

coordinating one of these tasks, please email me. I 

can then share more information about each item. 
 

 Call Andover Small Engine Repair in 

Andover and arrange for a tune up to the 

riding mower. There are specific issues that 

need to be addressed. 

 Get prices for a new riding mower and new 

snow blower. These can be new or used. If 

used, no more than 3 years old. Please start 

with Andover Small Engine since they are 

local. 

 Assist in changing air filters for the 

Sanctuary and Wesley hall hot air heating 

system. 
 

Submitted By Paul Carlotto 

 

Our Offering envelope system will be changing 

very soon (see article on subsequent page).  We 

are discontinuing the current system of having 

monthly sets mailed to those who use them. This 

is a cost savings change.  Debbie Cannella is 

coordinating this process. 
 

All income for the first 2 months of 2019 was 

$28,830 and or expense for the same period was 

$30,033 for deficit of $1,203. The income/

expenses for March will be calculated at the end 

of March, however we have had a snowy March 

so an expense of $2,300 will be paid in March 

along with higher electricity and natural gas costs 

for heating. In addition, we have continuing costs 

for correcting the grease trap operation for the 

Church kitchen. All our Mission shares payments 

have been paid and by the close of March we will 

be  up to date on all are other expenses. 
 

Submitted by Paul Carlotto 

 

TOWN HALL MEETINGS -  Looking to the Future 

Thanks to everyone who attended one of the 

meetings on Looking to the Future.  The primary 

purpose of these meetings was informational; 

everyone should be aware of how costly it is to 

maintain our current church building.   The 

church is aging and will need major repairs, such 

as a new roof, in the coming years.  In addition to 

the amount of money spent on repairs, attending 

to this takes a lot of time.   Right now, with a part 

time pastor, and the rental income from the 

Montessori school, we can meet our financial 

obligations.  We are not going to close the 

church; we plan to stay together as a 

worshipping community.  But at some point, 

something may have to change because in the long 

term we may not be able to keep up with the 

building.  We need to start asking ourselves if we 

need to stay in this building to remain a community.  

Are we open to change and are we able to change?  

Are we listening for God’s call for what is next for our 

church community? 
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In English the word MAPA means MAP.  For so 
many of us MAPA meant a ministry in the 
impoverished town of Paraiso in the Dominican 
Republic.  
 
A mission team formed in 1992 to support a church 
–run school in this town situated between the 
ocean and the mountains. For more than 30 years 
this mission work transformed the “old mission” 
style toward a “mutual ministry” style.     MAPA 
only met as a complete team when we were in 
Paraiso. We agreed that the MAPA South would tell 
the MAPA North what was needed. Then the 
amount of money we actually had determined what 
we could do while the North was there and 
beyond.  
 
MAPA paid salaries for the teachers, provided 
supplies for the students, and paid for the skilled 
laborers in the town to do and supervise the work. 
The volunteers from the North paid for all their 
expenses. The volunteers from the South came 
whenever they could. The teachers used much of 
their salaries to pay for their education. They 

Misión A Paraíso Ahora  (Mission to Paraiso Now) 

earned Bachelor and Master Degrees. Some were 
able to get a fair salary in the government-run public 
schools.  
 
Now all of this is done. We can no longer travel to 
Paraiso because it is so dangerous. I cannot ask 
anyone to put their lives on the line to go there. The 
thousands of dollars we would spend to possibly 
travel safely is poor stewardship. The people in 
Paraiso know this has happened. They fully 
understand the reasons as they deal with this danger 
every day, all day.  
 
Dilianna DeJesus and I have made the decision to 
transfer all of the MAPA money to a United 
Methodist mission in the Dominican Republic which is 
based in Florida.  Thank you First UMC community 
for all the support you have given over the years. This 
is not an easy decision.  
 
Su hermana en Jesu Christo, 
JoAnn Carlotto 

As many of you know the number of giving units 

(families) has been gradually decreasing over the past 

few years. Also, many of you have opted not to use 

envelopes by paying yearly, quarterly or monthly, by 

just putting a check in the plate or using Bill Pay 

through your bank.  This also means that the number 

of mailed monthly envelopes is getting smaller but 

the cost of incurring this service and the postage 

keeps increasing. 

 

The Finance Committee has decided to cancel this 

service and invest in offering envelopes purchased in 

bulk.  Through our current envelope provider, we 

were able to purchase a larger quantity and update 

the design at the same time. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

There will be two (2) different envelopes available, 

one for your pledge to current expenses and 

mission shares and one for all other special giving 

ex… holidays, Pop-Up Shop, Pastor’s Discretion, etc.  

They should be available for pickup by April 14th and 

will be distributed as: 

 

 Weekly bundle – 52 regular / 15 special 

 Monthly bundle – 12 regular / 15 special 

 Loose in the envelope holder in the pews 

 

If you need to have a bundle mailed to you please 

contact Debbie Cannella with a call or text to         

9 7 8 - 3 7 6 - 8 5 8 7  o r  b y  e m a i l  t o  

mommac29@hotmail.com. 
 



 

 

Presents 
Color Gardens:  Beautiful Perennial Combos 

Spring thru Frost   
with 

Maria von Brincken 
 

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 
7:00-9:00pm 

First United Methodist Church 
57 Peters Street, North Andover 

 

Color theory and texture are introduced as design 
tools to create your own winning combinations of 

plants and sequence of bloom.  Lecture will present 
ideas for both sunny and shady border combinations 

from spring through fall. 
 

Free and Open to all! 
Co-Hosted with Methuen Garden Club and Village 

Garden Club 
www.northandovergardenclub.com 

northandovergardenclub@yahoo.com 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Maundy Thursday is an alternate name for Holy 

Thursday, the first of the three days of solemn 

remembrance of the events leading up to and 

immediately following the crucifixion of Jesus. The 

English word "Maundy" comes from the 

Latin mandatum, which means "commandment." 

As recorded in John's gospel, on his last night 

before his betrayal and arrest, Jesus washed the 

feet of his disciples and then gave them a new 

commandment to love one another as he had 

loved them (John 13:34). This is why services on 

this night generally include the washing of feet or 

other acts of physical care as an integral part of the 

celebration. 

 

 (http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/ )  
 

 

 

 

Join us  
 

April 18
th

 7:00PM 
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Please join Communities Together for their annual 

Lenten Service Series each Wednesday during Lent.  

The services provide  a time of spiritual reflection 

and renewal. 

 

April 3  First  United Methodist Church  

  57 Peters Street, N. Andover 
 

April 10  First Baptist Church  

  253 Lawrence Street, Methuen 

 

Communities Together will again be accepting 

donations of diapers and children’s underwear for 

distribution to service organizations in Lawrence.   

Communities Together 

 Lenten Service Series 



 

 

Mission Shares, Where Do They Go 

Over the past 5 years our giving has enabled our Congregation to pay 100% of our Mission Share 

apportionments. These monies are paid to the New England Conference who administers these 

funds.  The funds are used to support three specific needs:  

 

1. World Missions support 

2. New England Missions support 

3. Ministry Support 

 

Here is a closer look at each of these funds: 

 

The World Mission support fund pays for the General Church work around the world. Among these 

are the World Service Fund that supports mission work in the US and around the world; the Black 

College Fund; Africa University Fund; Ministerial Education Fund that pays for clergy education 

locally and nationally. In addition, these monies are used to support the Interdenominational 

Cooperation Fund, the College of Bishops and other Episcopal offices throughout the country, and 

general administration expenses for the national Church. 

 

The New England Missions fund focus is on paying the expenses for variety of missional work in the 

New England Conference. This funds supports the operation of the 5 sites for Conference and 

camping, youth ministries, rural and urban ministries, and congregational development. It also 

underwrites expenses for diversity/inclusivity programs, leadership development, and Conference 

wide communications. 

 

The Ministry Support fund directly supports retired clergy health benefits and disabled clergy 

pension costs. The salaries, housing and office expenses for the 9 district superintendents and their 

ministries is also paid for from this fund. In addition, it pays for the administration costs, including 

staff, for the operation of our New England Conference. The fund as makes monies available to 

support local congregations that need equitable compensation support for their pastoral leadership. 

 

Our mission shares apportionment costs for 2019 is listed below. The costs are paid on a monthly 

basis. 

 World Mission   $3,984 

 New England Missions $3,851 

 Ministry Support  $10,562 

 

Submitted by  

Paul Carlotto 

Treasurer 
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Women working side by side, building a community, making a 
difference against poverty housing by raising hammers and raising 
funds, all to help hard working families have a place to call home!  
That’s what the Habitat for Humanity Women Build is all about! 
 
The Women Build Program brings women from all walks of life 
together to learn construction skills and then use those skills to help 
build homes in partnership with the families that will live in them –
eliminating poverty housing one home at a time.  Each year 
Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity hosts a number of Women 
Build Days throughout the year, including Mother’s Day 
weekend.   This year the local Mother’s Day Build is on May 11th at  
8 Lupine Road in Andover.   
 
A typical build work day is: 

8:15am - 8:30am: registration & orientation 
8:30am: work assignment 
8:35am -12 noon: work 
12 noon - 1pm: lunch (you bring your own) 
1pm - 3:30: work 
3:30 - 4pm clean up 

 
Our own Andrea Vannett will be participating and you are invited to join her.   
 
The Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity shares a global vision where everyone has a decent place to live. 
They bring people together to build homes, communities and hope.  
 
Come help make the American Dream come true for a local family! 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 2019 WOMEN BUILD 
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 CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

APRIL 2019 

CHURCH  ACTIVITY  CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

 1 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Trustees Team 

2 

 

6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

3 

 
12-2PM    Sanctuary 

Lenten Worship 
Service 

4 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

5 6 

7 

 
5th Sunday of Lent 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
SPRC After Worship 

8 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Missions Team 

9 

 

10AM Coffee And... 
At Panera Bread 

 
6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 

10 11 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

12 13 

14 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
No Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
 

15 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
 

16 

 

6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 
7PM                  401 

Church Council 

17 18 

 
7:00PM 

Holy Thursday 
Worship Service 

 

19 20 

21 

Easter Sunday 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
No Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
 

22 

 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Worship Team 

23 

 

6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

24 25 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

26 27 

28 

 
2nd  Sunday of Easter 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

29 30 

 

6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

    



 

 CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

APRIL 2019 

BUILDING  USE  CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

 1 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

2 
 
6PM                    WH 

Girl Scout Leaders 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

3 

 
12-2PM     Sanctuary 

Lenten Worship 
Service 

 
5-8PM     AA      500 

4         5 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

6 

7 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

8 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

9 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

10 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

 

5-8PM     AA       500 
 

7-9PM                 WH 
North Andover  
Garden Club 

11 12 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

13 

14 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

15 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

16 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

17 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 
 

5-8PM     AA      500 
 

18 19 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

20 

21 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

22 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

23 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

24 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

 
5-8PM     AA      500 

 

25 26 

 
10AM-12 noon    

Sanctuary 
IMC Prayer Meeting 

27 

28 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

29 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

30 

 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

    



 

 

57 Peters Street 
North Andover, MA 01845 

 

Church Telephone:  978-682-5305 

E-Mail:  Firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 

 

Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., Fri. 

   8:30AM - 11:30AM 

Sunday Worship: 10:30AM 

Christian Education Adult s:  Sunday 9:00AM 

Christian Education Children:  Sunday 9:00AM 

We’re on the Web!  

www.northandoverumc.org 

First  
United Methodist Church 


