
 

 

 

A Blessing for the New Year 

 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” 

-Isaiah 60:1, NIV 

 

We are on the precipice of something new. 

 

Yes, it is a New Year— 

     we have resolutions, 

      and we might have already broken them. 

We have new hopes, 

     and fear might have already overwritten them. 

We have new dreams, 

     and our nightmarish realities might have already quashed them. 

 

But, let me tell you again: we are on the precipice of something new. 

Christ has been born, 

     and nothing will ever be the same! 

Arise, shine, for light has come into the world: 

     brilliant light, 

     enfolding light, 

     risky light, 

…light that pushes us to the precipice of something new. 

 

Take courage. 

Breathe deeply. 

Wait expectantly. 

Hope abundantly. 

 

We are on the precipice of something new, 

     and you’re invited into the story. 

Arise, shine, for light has come, 

     and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 

 

Happy January, First UMC Family! 

 

-Pastor Nelson 

 
 

The Beacon 

 

First United Methodist  

Church Of North Andover 

 

JANUARY 2019 

First  

United Methodist Church  

57 Peters Street 

North Andover, MA 01845 
 

Telephone:  

     978-682-5305 
 

Email:  

firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 
 

Website:        

     www.northandoverumc.org 
 

Worship with us: 
 

     Service Time      

 10:30 AM 

     Christian Education -  Adults 

      9:00AM  

     Christian Education -  Children 

      9:00AM  

 
 

Inside this issue: 
 

Human Relations  

Day  

Pg 2 

Pinewood Derby 

History 

Pg 2 

2018 Finance 

Review  
Pg 3 

2018 Trustee 

Review 
Pg 3 

January  

Church Calendar 

Pg 4 

January  

Building Calendar  

Pg 5 



 

 

In 1952, Don Murphy, Cub Master for Pack 280C, 

wanted to create a Cub Scout activity he could do 

with his son. At 10 years old, Murphy's son was too 

young to participate in Soap Box racing, so it was 

up to Murphy to think of another activity he could 

enjoy with his son and the younger kids in his Cub 

Scout Pack. Having made models all his life, Don 

turned to the idea of racing miniaturized cars down 

a pinewood track as a safe alternative to Soap Box 

racing. 
 

When Don shared his idea with his fellow Pack 

Leaders, they agreed to help make his dream a 

reality. Along with some of his fellow members 

who knew woodworking, Don built a 31-foot race 

track. The track, little more than a ramp extending 

to a long straight-away, was also rigged with a 

finish gate made from door bells. When a car 

passed the finish gate, red and white lights would 

flash to signify the winner. 

On April 17, 1953, the first pinewood derby car 

kits were handed out during a Cub Scout Pack 

meeting. The boys were told to finish their derby 

cars by May 15th if they wanted to take part in the 

race a month later. The day of the race, the 

Manhattan Beach Scout House was packed with 

Cub Scouts and their parents, ready to see the 

first pinewood derby. Before the race, Murphy 

separated his racers into classes based on their 

age. 
 

The first Pinewood Derby was a hit.  Since then,   

Pinewood Derbies have been held in city parks, 

Boy Scout function halls, museums, backyards and 

in churches just like ours.  This year the event will 

be held on Saturday, February 2nd and we will 

once again be offering concession food to all who 

come to the event.  Help is needed in the kitchen.  

Any help would be wonderful.  Please consider 

your gift of time.  

Human Relations Day - January 20th 
 

even the least of us so that we might 

all reach our potential. This is what 

Human Relations Day is about. It’s 

about celebrating the local and 

national ministries that do this work 

everyday. It’s about giving generously 

to make sure they can continue to do 

so.  

Whether you’re surfing 

Facebook, catching up 

on the nightly news, or 

even just driving 

around town, you will 

be confronted with 

people who are 

struggling to survive. 

These are the people 

living in the margins— 

the homeless, the 

almost homeless, the 

incarcerated, the 

impoverished, the 

hungry. We are called 

to serve our brothers 

and sisters in this 

place. We are called to 

embrace them; to love them. When 

we love and serve the 

disenfranchised and the 

marginalized, we are continuing the 

ministry of Jesus and we are helping 

our neighbors understand provision, 

grace and who God is. Jesus served 
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PINEWOOD DERBY - February 2nd  



 

 

Finance 

 Our undesignated income for 2018 was approximately $146,883. Pledged and non-pledged 

giving contributed $65,996; the balance of $77,277 was from Building use/rent income, and parking lot 

space rental.  Our undesignated expenses for the year were $152,525. Of concern are the ongoing 

maintenance and repair expenses for our Church building and Parsonage. In 2018 the cost was $19,000 

for repairs to heating, sprinkler, and other mechanical systems. 
 

 The proposed budget for 2019 has been submitted to the Church Council for approval. This 

budget projects undesignated income at $143,000 and expenses at $159,000. In the past years we were 

able to rent multiple parking spaces to Merrimack College students that provided of $14,000 per year. 

In 2018 we experienced a decline of 50% in income from that source. The budget for 2019 includes a 

very moderate amount of $3,750. 
 

Trustees 

 I would like to thank the trustees, Andrea Vannett, Jeff Kress, Gary Pelletier and Pat Tillberg for 

their help in 2018. We are extremely short staffed in this area for the size of our building and grounds. A 

lot of responsibility is falling on a small number of people to respond to emergencies and making 

arrangements for repairs. The magnitude of this is explained by the amount of monies we needed to 

spend, $19,000, in 2018 for repairs. Each one of those dollars required a response to an unplanned 

event, stabilizing the issue and then arraigning for a repair to be made.   
 

 These situations are likely to increase as our huge building and its systems become older. Our 

Church building roof will need to be redone during the next 3 years or sooner. Our sprinkler system 

needs repair due to its age. The installation of a stationary emergency generator, that would 

automatically start on a power failure, would reduce repairs due to sprinkler system flooding during 

power outages.  The parsonage windows need to be upgraded with replacement units to eliminate a 

large source of heat loss which cause increased heating costs. The parsonage also needs parts of the 

siding to be painted along with repairs to the garage copula.  Our parking lot has several areas were the 

levels change and other places that have deep grooves in the paving that can and will cause accidents to 

happen to people using the parking lot. In the past years we have had income from Merrimack College 

students to help fund parking lot repairs. Any significant increase in income in 2019 from Merrimack 

College students is bleak. 
 

 With ever increasing costs and a limit to income from member giving, there needs to be focused 

conversation about what size building is needed for our ministry. In addition, our building has a large 

carbon footprint, CO2 emissions, which is not helping our local environment nor us as stewards of our 

resources. Using some standard calculation methods for CO2 emissions our natural gas CO2 emissions 

are 617 lbs./year for the Church building and the electricity usage rate is 28,762 lbs/year. 
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"The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden  
to work it and take care of it."  

 
(Genesis 2:15)  

Finance and Trustee 2018 Review 



 

 

CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

JANUARY 2019 

CHURCH  ACTIVITY  CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

  1 

 
New Years Day! 

 

2 3 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

4 5 

6 
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

7 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Trustees Team 

8 

 

10AM Coffee And... 
At Panera Bread 

 

6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

 

7PM                  401 
Church Council 

9 10 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

11 12 

13 
 

1st Sunday after  
the Epiphany 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

14 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Missions Team 

15 

 
6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

16 17 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

18 19 

20 
 

2nd Sunday after  
the Epiphany 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 
SPRC after Worship 

 

21 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

 
7:00PM               401 

Worship 

22 

 
6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

23 24 

 
7:00PM 

Choir Practice  
Room 403 

25 26 

27 
 

3rd Sunday after  
the Epiphany 

 

9:00AM Ch. Ed. Adults 
9:00AM  Ch. Ed Kids 

10:30AM Worship 

28 
 

6:00PM               400 
Quilting Class 

29 

 
6:30PM  Bible Study  
At Shirley Wilson’s 

30 31   



 

 

CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

JANUARY 2019 

BUILDING  USE  CALENDAR 

 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

  1 

 
New Years Day! 

 

2 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

3 4 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

5 

6 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

7 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

8 
 
7PM       GA        500 

 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

9 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

10 11 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

12 

13 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

14 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

15 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

16 

 
9AM-12:30PM     WH 

 Elderly Program 
 

4-5PM Aerobics WH 

17 18 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

19 

20 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

21 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

22 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

23 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

24 25 

 

10AM-12 noon    
Sanctuary 

IMC Prayer Meeting 

26 

27 

 
1:00PM  

Intercultural   
Mission Church  
Worship Service  

28 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

29 
 

7PM       GA        500 
 

7PM  Gam-Anon 400 

30 

 
4-5PM Aerobics WH 

31   



 

 

57 Peters Street 
North Andover, MA 01845 

 

Church Telephone:  978-682-5305 

E-Mail:  Firstunitedmethodist@comcast.net 

 

Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., Fri. 

   8:30AM - 11:30AM 

Sunday Worship: 10:30AM 

Christian Education Adult s:  Sunday 9:00AM 

Christian Education Children:  Sunday 9:00AM 

We’re on the Web!  

www.northandoverumc.org 

First  
United Methodist Church 


